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Dear Friends,

Greetings from Cameroon.
We want to thank you for your generous support, 
especially since some of you might be facing more 
•nancial hardship during these tough times. We’re 
also thankful to God for our good health — we don’t 
take either of these things for granted. Many of our 
colleagues have had to leave Cameroon because of 
health problems or poor •nancial support. We are 
able to work here only through your generosity and 
God’s grace.

In this letter I’d like to focus on Ray’s 
work as a pilot. Then next time I’ll tell 
you more about my (Ann’s) work in Bible 
translation.

FLIGHTS
Ð not always a straight shot.
In October, Ray !ew a record number of hours for 
him. It’s always interesting for me to hear about his 
day when he gets home from a !ight, because it’s 
never a straight shot; interesting situations always 
arise. Take for example these three !ights:

Flight #1  
ROUTE:  Yaounde to Bangui (Central African Republic) 
then back to Yaounde

Purpose:  Bring two missionaries to CAR to lead 
a conference for local pastors. The pastors in CAR 
struggle with civil war and extreme poverty. They 
were so eager to have a conference where they could 
all get together, learn together, and encourage each 
other.

First problem:   Weather — it was too foggy to 
take off at sunrise as planned. Take-off was delayed 
two hours.

Second problem:  Fuel Prices — The price of 
aviation fuel went up by 30% overnight in CAR! It 
cost $21 per gallon to •ll up the plane. Luckily Ray 
had lots of extra money with him, otherwise they 
would have been stuck.



First Problem:  Paperwork — In Douala, they had 
moved all the of•ces where Ray has to pay various 
fees. Instead of spending 20 minutes on the ground, 
he had to walk from one side of the airport to the 
other for an hour and a half to pay the fees.

Second Problem:  Breakdown — In Ngaoundere, 
the machine that pumps fuel from the barrels into the 
plane broke, so Ray had to fuel up the plane by the 
bucket-full.

Third Problem:  Demand — In Banyo, in addition 
to the two couples Ray was expecting to pick up, 
there was another missionary expecting a ride. But 
Ray couldn’t take him because of weight limitations. 
This missionary was very disappointed, and Ray felt 
bad about saying no to him. But safety always has to 
come •rst in aviation.

Fourth Problem:  Weather — As they 
approached Bamenda, which lies in a valley 
surrounded by mountains, they saw that the whole 
valley was socked in with fog. There was no way 
they could land, because the fog was too low. They 
had to divert to Yaounde, which is a 5-hour drive 
away from Bamenda. In the end the two couples 
were happy to go to the capital city of Yaounde, 
where they could go out for an elegant dinner 
at a French restaurant, something they hadn’t 
experienced for a long, long time"

As you can see, !ights for missionary pilots 
are rarely ªa straight shotº "

Flight #2
ROUTE:  Yaounde to Maroua (in the extreme North of 
Cameroon) then back to Yaounde.

Purpose:  Transporting Students —

Pick up 5 high school students and bring them back 
here to Yaounde where they attend boarding school. 
Their parents are all Bible translators in the dry 
Extreme North of Cameroon.

Problem:  Airsickness — Some of these students 
become airsick rather easily. So on this trip, Ray 
tried REALLY hard to avoid any turbulence so the 
students wouldn’t get airsick. This meant he was 
constantly gaining and losing altitude and doing 
everything he could to make it a smooth ride. 
None of the students lost their lunch, so Ray was 
successful in his mission.

Flight #3
ROUTE:  Yaounde to Douala (the largest city in 
Cameroon) to Ngaoundere to Banyo to Bamenda and 
then back to Yaounde.

Purpose: Transporting Missionaries —

1)  to bring Danish missionaries from Douala to 
Ngaoundere,

2)  to pick up two couples who do medical work 
in Banyo and bring them to Bamenda, where they 
would catch a bus to their mission’s retreat on the 
oceanfront.

John Tangko, on the left, is a mechanic who has been maintaining 
the SIL planes for more than 25 years. Here he and two employees 

pose in front of an abandonned aircraft at the hanger. 



Three members of a volunteer team from California pose with pilot 
Daryl Young (holding computer). This group came to hook up wireless 
internet access at the new hangar and to help in many other ways.

Ray talks with Vance Ficek, who is a volunteer 
who left his family and job in the States for two 
months to oversee the remodeling of the hangar.

Hangar Remodeling
Ray’s biggest project at the moment is 
overseeing the remodeling of the new hangar. 
The hangar SIL has been using for its aircraft 
for 30 years is too small to accommodate the 
two new aircraft we hope to get in the next 
year or two. So they are busy remodeling an 
older but larger hangar on the same airbase. 
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New Helicopter
Two years ago we sent you pictures of SIL’s 
new helicopter that was leased to us by 
another Christian organization for 1 dollar a 
year. It was a lovely Bell 206 Long Ranger 
that could take 6 people in addition to the 
pilot. That helicopter served us well for about 
a year, but it proved very expensive to operate. 
After one year, the organization that loaned 
it to us decided they wanted it back to use 
elsewhere in Africa. So we were stuck with no 
helicopter.  

This was a serious problem because several 
of our translation teams rely on a helicopter 
for transportation in and out of their villages. 
Also, a Christian hospital relies on this 
helicopter for emergency transportation for 
sick patients and to transport doctors and 
nurses to remote villages. To make matters 
worse, a JAARS helicopter pilot had just 
•nished studying French for more than a year 
and had just arrived in Cameroon to !y the 
helicopter — only to see it taken away before 
he even !ew it once.

Thankfully, JAARS took this need seriously 
and God’s people were extremely generous, 
and JAARS was able to raise money to buy a 
different helicopter in just a few months. This 
Robinson R44 is smaller and less expensive to 
run, and it just made its •rst !ight this past week.  

Aviation is just one small 
part of the team that works 
together to make God's Word 
available to everyone in a 

language they can understand.
You too are 

PART OF THE TEAM!

We're thankful for...
1.  Faithfulness of our •nancial supporters even in the face of 

di€cult economic times
2.  Our prayer team
3.  Generally good health and strength to do the work
4.  Schools and teachers for our children
5.  Interesting work to do for God's Kingdom

Please pray for...
1.  Continued •nancial support even as people have less to 

give
2.  Health and strength
3.  Spiritual growth and maturity, strong faith, wisdom, peace
4.  The hangar remodeling
6.  Wisdom and generosity in dealing with many requests 

from friends and strangers for •nancial help


