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WHAT TWO OF OUR RECRUITS ARE DOING NOW!
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One day during the workshop, | sat next to an elderly Zanaki-speaking pastor
during our lunch break and discussed prayer. Since the existing Bible is in
the national language of Swahili, an acquired second language, prayer is
always in Swabhili. | asked him, “What about when you are at home, or if you
are alone, in what language do you then pray?” He thought for a moment
and answered, “Swabhili, | always use Swahili. | don't think | have ever prayed
in Zanaki. Yes, | am sure | never

have in my whole life.”

That afternoon | presented the
Zanaki participants with a list of
prayer requests for the upcoming
Bible translation and literacy work.
Just before beginning to pray, |
asked them to pray in their own
language. They were startled, but
agreed. In Tanzanian fashion, they
all prayed out loud at once.
Passionate prayers tumbled out as
all seven participants asked for God
to bless the project. At one point
one woman simply sat smiling and crying, listening to the others praying in her
language.

When their voices all quieted, one man closed with what | guessed to be the
Zanaki, “In Jesus’ name, amen.” They lifted their heads and everyone had
tears running down. Tanzanians don't often cry in public, but every one of the
seven was wiping his eyes. The elderly pastor, who had just prayed and
heard others pray in Zanaki for the very first time, could not stop smiling. One
man said, “Let’s do this again. This is very good.”
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Linda takes one of the 94 white roses Mark at Christmas, with his new camera lens
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